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Population
Variable State Metro * Nonmetro *

Population
    1980 23,667,765 23,098,342 569,423
    1990 29,760,021 29,046,187 713,834
    2000 33,871,648 33,075,450 796,198
    2003 (latest) 35,484,453 34,660,301 824,152
For more information on California population, see the County-Level Population Data or the Rural Population and Migration
Briefing Room or contact John Cromartie, 202-694-5421.

Income
Variable State Metro * Nonmetro *

Per-capita income (2002 dollars)
    2001 34,015 34,221 25,363
    2002 32,989 33,171 25,365
    Percent change -3.0 -3.1 0.0
 
Earnings per job (2002 dollars)
    2001 46,729 47,099 28,634
    2002 45,265 45,617 28,438
    Percent change -3.1 -3.1 -0.7
 
Poverty rate (percent)
    1979 11.4 11.4 12.0
    1989 12.5 12.5 13.4
    1995 16.5 16.5 15.1
    Latest (1999) 14.2 14.2 15.2
For more information on California poverty rates, see the County-Level Poverty Rates data page or the Rural Income,
Poverty, and Welfare Briefing Room or contact Dean Jolliffe, 202-694-5430

Employment
Variable State Metro * Nonmetro *

Total number of jobs
    2001 19,772,560 19,376,454 396,106
    2002 19,890,752 19,483,389 407,363
 
Unemployment rate (percent)
    2002 6.7 6.7 7.2
    2003 6.7 6.7 7.5
For more information on California unemployment rates, see the County-Level Unemployment and Median Household Income
data page or the Rural Labor and Education Briefing Room or contact Lorin Kusmin, 202-694-5429
 
Percent employment change
    2000-2001 1.3 1.3 2.8
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    2001-2002 -0.3 -0.3 1.0
    2002-2003 0.4 0.4 0.3
 
Percent of 2000 employment in farm and farm-related jobs
Total 15.1 14.9 21.3
    Production 1.7 1.6 5.6
    Farm inputs 0.2 0.2 0.2
    Processing & marketing 1.8 1.8 1.3
    Wholesale & retail trade 10.8 10.7 13.1
See the complete Farm and Farm-Related Employment data for California or contact Alex Majchrowicz, 202-694-5355.

* Metro and nonmetro defintions are based on the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) June 2003 classification. See
"New Definitions in 2003" in the Measuring Rurality Briefing Room for more information.
 
For more information on socioeconomic conditions see the Rural Emphasis Page, or contact Tim Parker, 202-694-5435.

1992 and 1997 Census of Agriculture
 

Variable 1992 1997
Total land area (million acres) 99.82 99.82
    Total farmland (million acres) 28.98 27.70
        Percent of total land area 29.0 27.7
 
        Cropland (million acres) 10.48 10.80
            Percent of total farmland 36.2 39.0
                Percent irrigated 67.0 73.9
                Percent in pasture 11.7 11.5
 
        Farmland in conservation and wetland
         reserve program (million acres)

0.20 0.23

            Percent of total farmland 0.7 0.8
 
        Woodland (million acres) 1.15 1.12
            Percent of total farmland 4.0 4.0
                Percent in pasture 59.6 57.8
 
        Pastureland (million acres) 16.19 14.38
            Percent of total farmland 55.9 51.9
 
        Other land (million acres) 1.16 1.39
            Percent of total farmland 4.0 5.0
 
Average farm size (acres) 373 374
 
Farms by size (percent)
            1 to 99 acres 71.5 70.7
            100 to 499 acres 17.3 17.6
            500 to 999 acres 4.8 4.8
            1000 to 1,999 acres 3.1 3.3
            2,000 or more acres 3.3 3.6
 
Farms by sales (percent)
            Less than $50,000 68.9 64.6
            $50,000 to $99,999 8.2 8.8
            $100,000 to $499,999 14.4 15.9
            More than $500,000 8.6 10.7
 
Tenure of farmers
        Full owner (farms) 56,559 53,878
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            Percent of total 72.8 72.7
 
        Part owner (farms) 11,471 10,888
            Percent of total 14.8 14.7
 
        Tenant owner (farms) 9,639 9,360
            Percent of total 12.4 12.6
 
Farm organization
        Individuals/family (farms) 64,407 61,228
            Percent of total 82.9 82.6
 
        Partnerships (farms) 11,350 10,813
            Percent of total 14.6 14.6
 
        Non-family corporations (farms) 847 779
            Percent of total 1.1 1.1
 
        Others (farms) 1,065 1,306
            Percent of total 1.4 1.8
 
Average operator age (years) 55 57
        Percent with farming as their occupation 51.8 53.0
 
For more information about the Census of Agriculture see the National Agricultural Statistics Service's web page, or call 1-
800-727-9540.

Farm income and value added data
 

Variable 2001 2002
 
Number of farms 85,000 84,000
 

  Thousands $
       Final crop output 19,066,090 19,795,836
+     Final animal output 7,392,857 6,299,978
+     Services and forestry 1,683,555 1,536,169
=   Final agricultural sector output 28,142,502 27,631,983
 
-      Intermediate consumption outlays 15,315,749 14,461,616
+     Net government transactions -27,500 -137,402
=   Gross value added 12,799,254 13,032,965
 
-      Capital consumption 1,062,000 1,093,539
 
=   Net value added 11,737,253 11,939,426
 
-    Factor payments 6,660,309 6,742,187
         Employee compensation (total hired labor) 4,948,075 4,996,603
         Net rent received by nonoperator landlords 387,524 437,172
         Real estate and nonreal estate interest 1,324,710 1,308,412
 
=   Net farm income 5,076,944 5,197,239
 
Value-added and farm income tables are available for downloading from the ERS web page as Lotus Wk1 files. For more
information contact Roger Strickland, 202-694-5592.

Farm balance sheet as of December 31
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Variable 2001 2002

  Thousands $
Farm assets 91,320,179 92,969,856
        Real estate 77,284,755 79,777,811
        Nonreal estate 14,035,424 13,192,045
 
Farm debt 18,638,648 19,476,503
        Real estate 11,004,715 11,816,526
        Nonreal estate 7,633,933 7,659,976
 
            Equity 72,681,531 73,493,353
 
Ratios Percent
        Debt/equity 25.6 26.5
        Debt/assets 20.4 21.0
 
Farm balance sheet tables are available for downloading from the ERS web page as Lotus Wk1 files. For more information
contact Roger Strickland, 202-694-5592.

Top 5 agriculture commodities, 2002
Commodity Value of receipts

thousand $
Percent of state

total
farm receipts

Percent of US value

1.     Dairy products 3,812,371 14.6 18.6
2.     Greenhouse/nursery 3,072,359 11.8 21.5
3.     Grapes 2,578,753 9.9 90.4
4.     Lettuce 1,277,895 4.9 56.4
5.     Cattle and calves 1,228,722 4.7 3.2
 

All commodities 26,106,640   13.5

 
For more details about California's top agriculture commodities, see Leading commodities for cash receipts, or contact Roger
Strickland, 202-694-5592.

Top 5 agriculture exports, estimates, FY 2003
Commodity Rank among

states
Value

million $
1.     Vegetables and Preparations 1 2,267.6
2.     Fruits and Preparations 1 1,898.5
3.     Tree Nuts 1 1,378.1
4.     Other 1 1,055.6
5.     Cotton and Linters 2 335.1
 

Overall 1 8,210.0

 
For more information on exports see State Export Data or the Agricultural Trade Briefing Room or contact Carol Whitton, 202
-694-5287.

Top 5 counties in agricultural sales 1997
Counties Percent of state's

total receipts
Million $

1.     Fresno 12.0 2,772.8
2.     Kern 8.5 1,968.5
3.     Tulare 8.3 1,921.4
4.     Monterey 7.6 1,749.7
5.     Merced 5.5 1,273.5
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State total   23,032.3

 
For more information about the Census of Agriculture see the National Agricultural Statistics Service's web page, or call 1-
800-727-9540.

DATA SOURCES:
•Local Area Unemployment Statistics, county data, Bureau of Labor Statistics.
•Regional Economic Information System, June 2004, Bureau of Economic Analysis, U.S. Department of Commerce.
•1990 and 2000 Census of Population, Bureau of the Census, U.S. Department of Commerce.
•Farm Income and Costs Briefing Room, Economic Research Service, USDA.
•Foreign Agricultural Trade of the United States (FATUS), Economic Research Service, USDA.
•Census of Agriculture, National Agricultural Statistics Service, USDA.

For Electronic File of Data:

        Download State Facts database (MS Access 97;   602KB)

Prepared by:
        Economic Research Service, USDA, Washington, DC.
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